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ENERGY ECONOMICS ARGENTINA 


DETALLS ON RECENTLY DISCOVERED OLL DEPOSIT PUBLISHED 
huenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Apr 61 p 11 


[Text] It was learned through the Secretariat of Public Information that Government 
O11 Deposits (YPF) has announced the discovery of an ofl] well located in the eastern 
section of Tierra del Fuego, about 200 kilometers from the town of Rio Grande, in a 
northeasterly direction, The text of the commun! issued by YPF is as follows: 
"Yesterday, the Eeso Argentina Exploration and — ion Company, Inc, concluded the 
testing of a stratum in the OMA.12.Ca.x=1 (CALA well. 


"The well in question is located in the eastern section of the Tierra del Fuego East 
I bloc, and lies about 200 kilometers from the town of Rio Grande, in a northeasterly 
direction. 


"The levels located approximately 1,730 meters deep brought an initial production of 
about 500 cubic meters of of] per day." The official report adds: “The market value 
of this discovery will have to be analyzed after other drillings to demarcate the 
structure that has been investigated, inasmuc! as the mineralized thickness is not 
extensive enough, and the distance from the coast makes the development expensive." 
The communique concludes by saying: “Not until then will it be possible to ascertain 
precisely the actual importance of the discovery.” 


The Work by Esso 


An underwater exploration platform of the Esso company discovered oil in the southern 
sea, and thie is the second with those features found in 2 months; because, previously, 
a4 similar platform from another grantee firm made a similar find at the mouth of the 
Strait of Magellan, south of Santa Cruz Province. On this occasion, the event took 
place at the "Calamar" well, on which drilling started on 6 February of this year, 

in the Tierra del Fuego East [ contract area, which lies 70 kilometers off the Tierra 
del Fuego coast in the middle of the southern sea. 


Farlier, indications had been discovered of the presence of ofl in the Ciclon well, 
also drilled in the southern sea; but on the basis of the first studies, it was 
deterwined that the deposit was not profitable. For the Calamar well, on the other 
hand, good possibilities for marketability have been established. 

















Key: 


1. Santa Crug 
', Strait of Magellan 
}. Cape Virgenes 
San Sebastian Bay 
) Atlantic Ocean 
6. Beagle Channel 
7. Cape San Vicente 
8. steres Ieland 
9. Picton Island 
10. Nueva Island 
ll. Lennox Island 
12. Navarino Island 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS ARGENTINA 


LAST QUARTER SHOWS DROP LN OIL IMPORTS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 24 Apr 81 p 9 


[Text] According to a report made yesterday by the Undersecretariat of Fuels, during 
March of this year oil extraction totaled 2.4661 million cubic meters, the equivalent 
of a 2.2 percent increase over the figure for the same month in 1980. Meanwhile, 
during the first quarter, the pertinent number was 7.1602 million cubic meters, 
representing a 1 percent increase over the figure for the same period last year. 


The extraction of marketable coal, in turn, totaled 50,500 tons in March, and 97,800 
tons during the first quarter; showing a 10.8 percent increase and a 23.8 percent 
decrease, respectively, in comparison with similar periods in 1980. 


As for the natural gas injection into the intake of the gas pipeline, the official 
report cites 751.7 million cubic meters this March, representing 3 percent less than 
in March 1980. During the first quarter, the injection was 2.1 percent under the total 
during the same interval in 1980, with 369,600 cubic meters. 


Imports 


Acc. ‘ing to the official report, during the first quarter oil imports totaled 369,600 
cubic meters, and hence were 43 percent less than those for the first 3 months of 1980. 
Concurrently (it was announced), outlays of foreign exchange declined by 42.4 percent, 
amounting to $80.4 million in the first 3 months of this year. 


In the case of petroleum byproducts, between January and March 1981 the purchase of 
48,200 cubic meters of motor gasoline, priced at $13.1 million, was recorded. Hence, 
in both instances, there was a decline of more than 50 percent in comparison with the 
figures for the first quarter of 1980. 


Finally, during the first quarter of this year, natural gas imports represented 
about $55 million, which is equivalent to a 51 percent rise in terms of price and 
a 36 percent rise in physical terms, both in comparison with the same period in 
1980. 


During t e quarter, external purchases of commercial coal totaled $9 million. 




















hLxports 


On the other hand, during the quarter exports of solvents, gas oil, fuel ofl, asfalt, 
residual coal, gasoline and diesel ofl rose to $159 million, a figure twice that 
recorded for the same period last year, It is noteworthy, by way of example, that 
the total imports of petroleum and byproducts, gas and coal for the firat 3 months 

of the year totaled $167 million. 


Electricity 


Finally, the Undersecretariat of Hydroelectric and Thermal Energy reported that the 
generation in powerplants for the firet quarter of the year was 8.6 million megawatt 
hours; in other words, 2 percent less than that recorded for the same period in 1980, 
During March, specifically, “Yo SAN : million megawatt hours were generated. 


(en mies de metros cubicos ) 
2) PRODUCTION 
2790 roms 
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1. Petroleum (in thousands of cubic meters) 

2. Total Production 

3. Electric Power Production 

2909 

CSO: 3010/1253 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS BAR BADOS 


ADAMS, WLTH LADB SUPPORT, PROCEEDS WITH WAVE ENERGY STUDY 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 25 Apr 861 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Mr Tom Adame said yesterday 
that the proposed wave energy scheme could provide Barbados with 20 megawatts 
of electricity or 20 per cent of the island's electricity installed capacity. 


Mr Adams made this statement at a Press conference during which he informed the 
rr.ss that the Inter American Development Bank (IADB) had given a favourable 
response to the idea of the scheme and an engineer was coming to Barbados later 
in the year to look at the work done so far on the project by the Government. 


Mr Adame described the scheme as "very innovative” and added that it occurred 
to the Government about three years ago when it saw that a similar scheme was 
being set up in Mauritius. "It is not new technology but it is a new idea and 
needed some considerable selling,” he added. 


"What this scheme in Mauritius does is to build a two metre high wall out in the 
sea, which is sloped towards the waves. The waves then fill a lagoon which is 
behind the wall and at an exit point from this lagoon hydro-electric generators 
are put in place.” 


He said a study which the Government has already carried out had indicated that 
Barbados had favourable conditions for such a scheme. A portion of the East 
Coast has been identified as a suitable place. 


Mr Adams said that the Government was continuing its first study which was to 
put some measuring equipment out in the sea and observe it for a year. “At the 
same time we will have to do geological examinations of the formations out in 
the sea on which we would hope to build the wall. 


"The bank will come in if these studies prove favourable," he continued. "These 
studies are within the financial means of the Government of Barbados to carry 
out. The next study the actual engineering works, the determination of what 
kind of hydro-electric generator to use and so on will be very expensive and 
that is where the bank will come in," he observed. 














‘he project is estimated to coat $164 million at today's prices or approximately 
$200 million by 1983, 


Eacller, Mr Adama had pointed out that the project hed a fisheries component, 
He said that it was possible to use the lagoon to farm large quantities of 
fieh, at Little cost, and it was eatimated that local catches could be supple- 
mented by thie fish farm to satisfy the total local demand. (GIS) 
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NTRY SECTION INTER=AMERICAN AFFALRS 


BRIEFS 
\PPOINTMENTS=<Roseau, Dominica, Friday (CAN/)--Economist Vans Le Blanc, 
oamer of the Agricultural, Induetrial and Development Dank of Dominica has 
cen appotated chairman of the East Caribbean Currency Authority (ECCA) for 
re vear. Mer Le Blane succeeds Jacques Cramer, whose term as director and 
halrman of the authority ended last December. Mr Le Blanc is now serving 
hia second term as a director of the Authority having been renominated by 
the Dominica Government to serve for the period 1981-1983 inclusive. Other 


directors appointed to the Authority are Noel Walling (Ancigua), Chasley David 
(Grenada), Bertrand Osborne (Montserrat), W.a. Kelesick (St Kitts-Nevis), 
Nicholas Taylor (St. Lucia), John Thompson (St. Vincent), with Cecil Jacobs as 
monaging director. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 25 Apr 81 

p 3) 


CSO: 3025 























COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA 


LESTER BIRD COMMENTS ON CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION 
Bridgetown ADVOCALE=-NEWS in “nglieh 24 Apr 81 p 3 


|Text) St Johne, Antigua, Thursday, (CANA)=<-"eputy Premier Lester Bird told 
the House of Representatives yesterday that . proportional representation 
system of government would not work well in Antigua. 


Mr Bird said: “The system would create chaos and confusion and a multiplicity 
of other problems if it were to become operative here." 


Mr Bird's comments came during debate of a motion tabled by his father, Pre- 
mier Vere Bird Sr) Tuesday afternoon, paving the way for full political inde- 
pendence fer Antigua and Barbuda on November 1 this year. 


He re‘ected the opposition Progressive Labour Movement (PLM) proposal for the 
abolition of the present first-past-the post system and the introduction of 
proportional representation. 


The Deputy Premier said: “In the entire English-speaking Caribbean region, that 
system is only operative in the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, where it could 
work well," 


“Because of the size of Guyana and because of the political polarisation 
among ics various ethnic groups, that syetem could work well in that country," 


"Antigua is about 96 per cent a black country," Mr Bird said, “and based on 
its smallness in size, proportional representation would not allow any one 
political party in a general election to emerge with a clear majority." 


He said the system would only give rise to the formation of a number of small 
parties whose intentions would be to split the votes and the result be "chaos 
and confusion." 


The PLM in a memorandum submitted to the British Government just before the 
London Constitutional Conference last December, proposed a unicameral legis- 
lature, claiming that the Senate was “useless.” 




















The "Lil alse sought to have the proportional representation system introduced 
to prevent any government from "gerrymandering of electoral boundaries," 


Mr bird dismissed the PLM's proposale as “mere political manoeuverings,” which 
he said his Government “could not accept.” 


lie attacked Opposition Leader Robert Hall and Barbuda independent member Eric 
Burton, 


Mr Bird accused both Hall and Burton of trumping up charges against the Govern- 
ment “in Older to stall independence proceedings.” 


le said Hall “was fearful that if he co-operated with the Government he would 
lose the favour of the PLM in ite apparent leadership split.” 


Burton, Mr Bird said, “was simply being misled by certain members in the Barbuda 
Couneil.” 


Both Hall and Burton as well as the other two Members of Parliament on the PLM 
side are straying away from the debate over Government's handling of contentious 
issues in the draft constitution. 


Mr Bird said that the two men were “creating a problem to give them an excuse 
to stay away from the official independence celebrations in November." 


Nevertheless, Independence for Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda is “a must this 
year,” he said. 


CSO: 3025 














COUNTRY SECTLON ARGENT LNA 


FRENCH DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE IN NATION'S DEVELOPMENT 


huenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 19 Apr 81 p 10 


{Text |) Cordoba (TELAM)==The commercial counselor of the French Embassy, Serge Golofier, 
stated here that, “France wishes to participate in the development and industrializa- 
tion of Argentina, not only in the commercial area, as suppliers of goods and equip- 
ment, but aleo by offering ite cooperation in the industrial, scientific and technical 
areas,” 


The French diplomat is on a visit to Cordoba with that country's commercial attache, 
Norbert Peinado, both of who are engaging in a series of activities, having met with 
the board members of the Chamber of Foreign Commerce of the Center of the Republic. 


On the occasion of their visit to the Chamber, the French diplomats invited its 
spokesmen to participate in "French-Argentine Technical Exchange Week," organized by 
that diplomatic mission, and scheduled to take place from 1 to 5 June of this year 
in Buenos Aires. 


in a dialog with newemen, Golofier said: "Our country's technology is not sufficiently 
known in the South American nations. The purpose of the weekly event is to enhance 
that knowledge. France wishes to participate in the development and industrialization 
of Argentina.” He added that his country “has a favorable view of Argentina's economic 
future.” 


When asked about the protectionist policy in the European Common Market, Golofier 
remarked that, “France will not give up its role as granary of Europe. It is deter- 
mined, and will continue the policy of agricultural exports, because it is of the 
opinion that the strategic nature of food will increase over the medium and long term. 
The world demand for grain will expand during the next few decad»+s, and therefore 
Argentina should have a share in that tendency; but it should not expect substantial 
changes in the Common Market's policy." 


Moreover, the Coordinating Committee of the Chambers of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
of the Republic resolved here to participate on a commission to back the Argentine 
exporte which is to be formed on the federal level,and continue working on the LAIA 
[Latin American Integration Association] commissions of which they are a membe. with 
voice and vote. 


it was also decided to request of the provincial governments a more prominent role 
for the regional economies in foreign trade. 

2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


TRADE MINISTER COMMENTS ON SOVLET MEAT AGREEMENT 
Huenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 24 Apr 81 p 1 


|Text] Yesterday, at the Government House, after conversing with Lt Gen Roberto 
Eduardo Viola, the minister of trade and maritime interests declared: "The implemen- 
tation of the competition protection law was one of the most important topice that 

I discussed with the president.” 


Dr Carlos Garcia Martinez stated that the fundamental notion in this regard is thie: 
"Freedom of prices has as an inevitable counterpart the existence of a competitive 
market; not a market whose prices are arranged and distorted through destructive 
practices related to competition, which cause harm to consumers and to the general 
interests of the nation." 


‘Protection of the Wage’ 


The minister then admitted that “there will be a battle against restrictive market ing 
practices.” 


He added that this would protect the worker's real wage, “because, as a system is 
built up which will make it possible to eliminate practices of this type, the real 
wage will benefit greatly." 


When asked whether these measures would actually prevent an improper rise in prices, 
he replied: “Everything that we can seize upon and discover that is dependent on 
restrictive practices will have an effect on prices." He added: “If more genera! 
problems arise, which transcend the markets for commercialization, the ministry does 
not have enough influence therein to divert the course of events." 


The Antidumping Law 


Dr Garcia Martinez noted that be had talked with the president about the establish- 
ment of clearcut policies regarding the implementation of the antidumping law. He 
commented: "I gave the respective undersecretary instructions to set up an objective, 
impartial and, especially, rapid system that will make it possible to cetect the 
presence of cases of dumping.” 


The minister said: "We want to prevent dumping operations from occurring which are 
detrimental to the Argentine economy, destroying sources of jobs and production, 
while we remain apathetic." 


ll 











The Central Market 


lle Femarked that he had discussed with the president the method for giving an impetus 
to all aspects of the La Matansa central market, which “is a matter of public concern," 


He said: “We analyzed the expeditious courses of action for dynamiging ites start of 
operations, a8 well as its contribution to the process of masse marketing of perishable 
goods, There are no conerete measures in this regard, because it is in the process of 
being studied,” 


With regard to its likely assignment to privace ownership, he noted: "We muet be 
consistent with the prevailing economic philosophy, of giving private enterprise the 
most extensive participation, but without succumbing to any type of monopoly." He 
said: “The final position will be adopted at meetings to be held soon, on which occa- 
sions the Ministry of Trade and Maritime Interests will propose the guidelines." 


Exporte and Ideologies 


He described the sale of meat to the Soviet Union as "the biggest contract in recent 
years," and then commented on the Argentine foreign trade strategy. 


Dr Garcia Martinez declared: "In view of the crises of all kinds since the last 
decade, Argentina must reexamine its overall exporting structure, with a view toward 
diversifying the geographical destination of its exports to the maximum extent.” He 
said: “We do not intend to do so with reatrictive, but rather expansive procedures; 
because it is a way of opening up opportunities for jobs and for the country's devel- 
/ pmer ‘ . 


He denied having talked with the president about the limit that the ideological com- 
patibility with that expansion of exports might reach. However, he explained: "The 
goal of the diversification must be parallel with the goal of expanding exports to 
all markets; because that will lend balance, so that no market in particular can 
assume so much significance that it would entail political or ideological dependence 
for the country.” 


He added: “I think that Argentina, or any nation aware of the importance of these 
issues, will alwaye attempt to prevent any customer from having (oo much supremacy, 
eall it what you will.” 


Strategy 


in anewer to another reporter's query, he gave a description of his l'g-hour 
hour meeting with the American congresemen a few days ago. 


fie said: “I explained to them that Argentina will continue to expand its sales to 
all markets, without excluding any area of the world.” He noted that one of the 
priorities that the president gave him was to devise a strategy for intensifying 
exports to the United States. He added that it is the policy of the European 
Economic Community to impose restrictions on markets, expressing the view that, 
"This requires that Argentina devise a strategy for its commercial associations." 
2909 
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COUNTRY SECTLON ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


GRALN HARVEST PROBLEMS--Bahia Blanca (NA)==-Serious problems in the gathering of the 
coarse grain harvest were caused by the heavy rain that has taken place for a week 
in southern Buenos Aires localities, according to spokesmen for the agricultural- 
livestock producers, In Pasman, the machines have had difficulty in operating during 
the past few days because they became stuck, owing to the wetness of the ground. 
Some producers in the Ventura Agrarian District area estimate that, if there is an 
additional 20 millimeters of rain, the corn will be impossible to harvest. In areas 
of Coronel Suarez, it was noted that, although the rain benefited the plowing and 
plant 'ng work, there had been similar problems with the corn, sunflower and sorghum 
crops. Since the beginning of April, the precipitation that has fallen has reached 
the unusual total of 140 millimeters; and, since the beginning of the year, it has 
amounted to 360, It is estimated that the harvesting of about 80 percent of the sun- 
flowers has already been completed, and therefore the losses for this crop will be 
minimal. [Text] [Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 19 Apr 81 p 13] 2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S, SALD TO BE USING HONDURAS TO DESTABILIZE NICARAGUA 
PAL20231 Havana International Service in Spanish 2310 GMT 11 May &1 
|“Our America” commentary | 


{Text} Sinee the triumph of the Sandinist revolution tn Nicaragua on 

19 July 1979, the U.S. imperialist government has engaged in all sorte of 
actions to frustrate the people's victory and to reinstall a despotic 
regime at the service of monopolist interests. 


By means of blackmail and economic pressures, Washington has wanted to break 
the Nicaraguan Government and people's will to build a truly free and 
sovereign nation, Part of th‘s imperialist policy involved a considerable 
reduction of financial aid to Nicaragua a few weeks after the revolutionary 
triumph in that nation. Since that time, the United States has pressured 
international markete of free exchange and U.S. business, to hamper or to 
prevent the signing of trade or financial agreements with Nicaragua. 


It was recently revealed that the U.S. Government definitely suspended economic 
aid to Nicaragua, inc! uding a credit for several million dollars for the pur- 
chase of wheat. Together with this economic boycott, the United States wages, 
in the military field, a policy tending to hold back the Nicaraguan national 
reconstruction process and trains Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary gangs 
operating from Central American countries with dictatorial regimes, such as 
Honduras. In this way, the White House intends to compel Nicaragua to invest 
economic and human resources in ite defense and military preparation and to 
create a climate of distrust and destabilization in the country. 


The Honduran regime, headed by Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia, has weekly accepted 
this shameful role and has made large extensions of land available to former 
Somozist guards who, trained by U.S. advisers and Honduran officers, make 
constant raids on Nicaragua. 


In a document recently distributed at the United Nations, the Nicaraguan 
Government reveals that since 1980 there have [been] over 120 armed attacks 
from Honduras with the participation of mercenaries, former Somozist guards 
and Honduran troops. 














The document emphasizes that as 4 reeult of these attacks, 180 literacy 
workers, militiamen and Sandinist armed forces personne: have been killed, 
Une of the latest attacks, the document adds, occurred during the end of 
April and was launched against the border poste of Guasaule and Los Gallegos 
in Nueva Segovia Department, Here the Honduran Army is deployed along a 
lengthy border region to support the infiltration of Nicaraguan counter- 
revolutionaries, 


The Nicaraguan protest warns that to the extent that the Honduran armed forces 
increasingly support the Somogist criminal groups, the situation will become 
more and more dangerous for peace and security in the region, 


The document, distributed at the United Nations, emphasizes that two Honduran 
officers were captured on 19 April, They admitted having received sp cial 
intelligence training in military espionage against Nicaragua and that the 
information obtained wae made available to gangs of former Somoziet guards 

in Honduras. 


The Nicaraguan Government, the documents state, has proposed a high level 
meeting to the Honduran Government in order to find a peaceful solution to 
the existing situation. However, it adds, we must warn sectors involved in 
the destabilization of Nicaragua and in attacks against this country, that 
the acceptance of the Nicaraguan revolution is an irreversible fact and a 
product of the people's militant will, and is an essential condition to begin 
talks and to maintain a climate of peace and security in Central America. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON CUBA 


IMF 'S REFUSAL TO GRANT LOAN TOC GRENADA CRITICIZED 
PAO90208 Havana International Service in Spanish 2310 GMT 8 May 81 
{"Our America” commentary } 


[Text] Since it seized power on 13 March 1979 following the overthrow of the 
Eric Gairy tyranny, Grenadian Prime Minieter Maurice Bishop's government has 
maintained a firm and dignified policy of independence and sovereignty and 
shown its combative solidarity with revolutionary causes across the world. 


This attitude, of course, has incurred the hatred of U.S. imperialism, which 
for several months has been resorting to all of its arrogant and inhuman 
methods to try to change the course of this revolutionary process or cause ite 
downfall, 


While former dictator Gairy has repeatedly affirmed he is preparing a mercenary 
invasion of Grenada, the U.S. CIA has undertaken the task of organizing a 
domestic counterrevolution which has carried out several terrorist acts in 
Grenada to create a climate of violence that will keep out international 
tourism and thus deprive the island of its main source of foreign exchange. 


At the same time, the U.S. Government resorts to economic pressure to try 
to change the course of the Grenadian revolution or bring about its 
destablization. 


A few months ago, the Grenadian Government asted the IMF for a long-term loan 

for several projects. The request had obtained the support of all the 

technical personnel, the various departments, the director of the hemispheric 
division and other officials of the organization, and it looked like its approval 
was a simple matter. However, the U.S. representative asked to have the issue 

of credit indefinitely removed from the IMF meeting's agenda. Shortly before, 

an IMF spokesman had said that this credit institution could not lend money 
without conducting a feasibility study that would include the planned con- 
struction of the Pt. Salines International Airport. 


Regarding this statement, Grenadian acting Prime Minister Bernard Coard said 
in St Georges that his country has not requested a loan from the World Bank 
either for the airport or any other project. We would like to know, said 
Coard, why it should meddle in our affairs. Could it be because the president 
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of that institution must be appointed by the United States although 140 nations 
are members? Coard, who is aleo finance minister of Grenada, explained that 
the $19 million requested by his country are for other projects that have 
nothing to do with the work on the new air terminal, which will be carried 

out with credit granted by friendly Arab countries. He went on to say that 

the Government of Grenada demanded that the IMF director immediately submit 

the request to the board's meeting and that a representative of the island 

be present at the meeting discussing the issue and have the right to speak. 


The U.S. rulers' blocking of credits requested by the Government of Grenada, 
a government with deep popular roots, contrasts with Washington's position 
on the tyrannies of the continent. The tyrannical regimes of El Salvador, 
Quatemala, Haiti, Chile, Uruguay and the band of narcotics traffickers of 
Bolivia will not be lacking IMF, World Bank and U.S. Government credit, 
although they remain in power in the midst of a climate of terror that 

has caused thousands of victims. 


CSO: 3010/1296 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


INFANT MORTALITY DOWN--Sergio Del Valle, member of the PCC Politburo and 
minister of public health, has presided at the opening session of the 
mother-child plenary session in this capital. Julio Tejas, alternate 
member of the PCC Central Committee and vice minister of public health, 
gave some statistics on the current state of maternal and child health 
and noted that in the first 3 months of 1981 the child mortality rate 
decreased from 19.0 to 15.8, [Text] [FLO90041 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 0000 GMT 9 May 81) 


AGRICULTURE EXHIBIT--Arnaldo Milian, member of the PCC Politburo and minister 
of agriculture, last night attended the opening of the exhibit "20 years 
later" at 23 and M Streets in this capital in honor of the 20th anniversary 
of the founding of the National Association of Small Farmers (ANAP). Also 
present in the ceremony were PCC Politburo alternate member Jose Ramirez Cruz 
and Central Committee member Pedro Manuel Roche, president and vice president, 
respectively, of the ANAP, Pedro Manuel Roche made the opening remarks, in 
which he noted that the exhibit displays the more outstanding aspects in the 
life of the peasant, yesterday's battles and today's realizations. He added 
that the exhibit stresses the gains made by the cooperative movement by con- 
sistently applying scientific and technical means combined with the peasants' 
long experience. [Text] [FLO9144] Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 
9 May 81 FL) 


HAVANA STREET REVIEW--Innovative and drastics measures aimed at stepping up 
the tasks of urban streets' maintenance and repairs and working on immediate 
solutions were examined in a meeting held in Havana City Province for the 
purpose of solving the critical situation of the capital's streets. The 
meeting was chaired by Julio Camacho Aguilera, member of the PCC Politburo 
and first party secretary in Havana City Province, and Jose Lopez Moreno, 
vice president of the Council of Ministers and minister of construction. 
Camacho Aguilera stated that the repairs of potholes had lost in recent months 
the characteristic pace it used to have, therefore, it is necessary to initiate 
an offensive in this front to recover the losses due to the seriousness of the 
problem in Havana City, which has nearly 2,600 kilometers of roads and streets. 
[Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 9 May 81 FL] 


ESPIN AT GRADUATION--Vilma Espin, alternate member of the PCC Politburo and 
president of the Federation of Cuban Women [FMC] has made the closing remarks 
at this capital's graduation of the first course of study of war sanitary 
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brigade members and the second course of atudy of chiefs of women's emall unite 
of territorial militias, The leader praised the efforte of the FMC members 
who had to leave their homes to fulfill the duty of training to defend the 
fatherland and congratulated the professors, reserve and revolutionary armed 
forces officers, as well as physicians and inetructors of the Red Cross who 
trained the graduating clase. [Text] [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 

1100 GMT 9 May 81) 


GUANTANAMO MEETING--In Guantanamo, PCC Politburo members Guillermo Garcia and 
Jorge Risquet called for increasing the daily pace of the port-transportation- 
domestic economy network in handling goods. In a speech at a meeting held 

to assess this task in the country's eastern region during the month of April, 
the two leaders agreed in the need for haadling 24,500 tons per day until 

31 May to complete the 700,000 planned for this month. Commander of the 
revolution Guillermo Garcia called for making a great effort in these remain- 
ing days to successfully honor the day of port workers and transportation 
workers, which will be celebrated on 14 and 28 June, respectively. [Text] 
{[FL131301 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 13 May 81 FL] 


GARCLA IN SANTIAGO--Commander of the revolution Guillermo Garcia, member of 
the PCC Politburo and minister of transportation, has chaired a meeting held 
in Santiago de Cuba to examine the work programs to be carried out in the 
province for the completion of the central railroad. Among many others, 

the participants examined the completion of railway segments, construction of 
rail beds as well as factories and other projects pending completion. [Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 13 May 81 FL) 


ESPIN IN HOLGUIN--Vilma Espin, alternate member of the PCC Politburo and 
president of the Federation of Cuban Women [FMC] has made an appeal in Holguin 
aimed at stepping up all tasks in support of children's programs and the 
equality of women. The appeal was made by the women's leader as chairman 

of the people's government national committee responsible for those two tasks 
in her closing remarks at a meeting. She stressed the need for assigning 
priority to those fundamental objectives at all levels. [Text] [Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 13 May 81 FL) 


ESPIN IN LAS TUNAS--PCC Politburo alternate member Vilma Espin held a meeting 
in Las Tunas with the volunteer members of the Tania La Guerrillera canecutting 
brigade, the best women's group cutting cane in the country. The president 

of the Federationof Cuban Women congratulated the group for having cut more 
than | million arrobas of cane in the current harvest and urged its members 

to continue to work with the same spirit. [Text] [Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1100 GMT 13 May 81 FL] 


RISQUET IN CAMAGUEY--PCC Politburo member Jorge Risquet Valdes has presided 
at Camaguey's start of the interfactory special emulation program for the 
country's waterworks and sewer pipes enterprises. Risquet toured the area 
where the Camaguey complex is located, which is similar to those of Villa 
Clara and Holguin provinces. [Text] [FL111233 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1200 GMT 11 May 81 FL] 
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MILLAN IN PLCOS BLANCOS=«In Picos Blancos, a mountainous area in Escambray, 
PCC Volitbure member and agriculture minister Arnaldo Mildan Castro chaired 
| Ceremony of presentation of comfortable housing to 286 families of the 
Hn ow Cottee @nterpa dine da the Manteartayua Mantetpality., A total ot tl 
wouses Nave already been built In thle remote area aince the start of the 
coftee recovery plan, which includes planting, replanting, regulation of 
shaded areas, weeding and fertilization as well as increasing the size of 
the manpower, among other points, So far, that enterprise has 837 workers, 
an amount larger by 455 to the payroll of 2 years ago, when the program of 
restoration of plantations began. [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1200 GMT 11 May 81 FLI 


NEW HAVANA HOUSING=-A total of 33,160 new dwellings will be built by the 
Construction Ministry during the current 5-year period in the city of Havana, 
it was announced during the first regular meeting in 1981 of the Havana City 
Provineial Assembly of the people's government, The meeting was attended 

by PCC Politburo members Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado, minister of justice, 

and Julio Camacho Aguilera, first party secretary in Havana City. The report 
on accomplishments from 1 October 1980 to 28 February of this year, which was 
approved by the 164 delegates, was read by Oscar Fernandez Mell, member of 
the PCC Central Committee and president of the provincial assembly, who noted 
that during the 1981-1985 period of time 66 million pesos will be allocated 
for repairs and maintenance of housing in Havana City. [FL112000 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 11 May 81 FL] 


VICTORY DECLARATION OVER FASCISM--The Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of 
Peoples [MPSP] has issued a declaration on the occasion of the 35th anniversary 
of the victory over fascism being celebrated today. The document explains 
how the Soviet peoples and Red Army had written a page in the historic victory 
attained at the price and with the sacrifice of more than 20 million lives 

of their best sons to liberate from the brutal dictatorship of fascism their 
fatherland and the world, which today reiterates its gratitude. It notes 

that despite the painful experience which raised the number of dead to 50 
million throughout the world, the warmongering forces today still maintain 
their policy of cold war, provocations, threats and aggressions, In the face 
of this situation, it states, the peoples raise their voices to demand peace 
and warn that if a new war is unleashed, mankind's tribunal will he implacable 
in its sanctions against those who provoke it, those macabre merchants of 

the neutron bomb and miserable traffickers of war. [Text] [FLO91409 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 9 May 81] 





CSO: W10/1296 
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COUNTRY SECTLON EL SALVADOR 


JOURNALISTS VISIT ‘LIBERATED ZONE', GUERRILLA CAMPS 

Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 27, 28 Apr 61 

(Parts I and Il of article by Leo Gabriel (APIA)@ the guerrilla camps in El Salvador) 
[27 Apr 81 pp 1, 9) 


{Text} While the news agencies are reporting an increasing number of victims in the 
genocide that has stricken the large cities of El Salvador, very little information 
is coming from the so-called "liberated zones" where the FMLN [Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front] and the mass organizations assumed political control 
over 3 months ago. 


These are the areas in which the new Salvador is growing, with features of an entire 
country at war. An agrarian reform, the establishment of a people's medical system 
and the first groups for a literacy campaign constitute the foundations for this new 
world wherein the people's power is not merely the hope of a possible seizure of 
power, but rather the reality of a people comprised of fighters. 


We had the privilege of becoming completely familiar with some of these areas, and 
gathering a great deal of evidence about "free El Salvador" whose future has already 
begun, as one of the first journalists to do so. 


With a rather unusual punctuality, the blue car turned the corner agreed upon in 
downtown San Salvador. 


A small-sized man wearing a spotless shit calmly «rerged and helped us put our 
luggage with the filming equipment in back of his -ehicle. While we were passing 
by the Presidential House and its neighboring El Zapote headquarters, he explained 
to us, in a tone so soft that it could hardly be heard, the statements that we would 
have to make in the event that we were stopped by a military patrol. 


When we reached the oustskirts of the capital, he changed this "story" in accordance 
with our location: Once we were tourists bound for the beach; and another time we 
were newsmen who wanted to report on the next Army command accordirg to regulations. 
And, a few hours later, when we had to change vehicles in one of the towns of El 
Salvador Province, we were required to change suddenly into anthropologists who had 
come to study the popular Holy Week customs. "We have to adapt to the area," our 
companion said, explaining this odd procedure, while we were approaching the place 
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on the highway where we would have to start crossing the border of the sone control- 
led by the guerrillas on foot, 


“And if they should stop us now, what will the new story be?" I asked, worried. The 
anewer was accompanied by a emile: "If the enemy discovers you now at the edge of 
the highway, you will no longer need any story; because those listening and the 
soldiers have orders to kill any unidentified person walking along thie part of the 
highway." 


The Fear 


| wiped the sweat from my forehead to rid myself of the all too familiar sensation 
that one feels on the down track of a roller coaster. The face of the farmer who 
had to guide us through the zone reflected the same tension ase well. To break the 
silence of seconds, which had turned into minutes for us, I asked the driver whose 
gaze was fixed on the highway: “What about you, aren't you afraid?" Hie anewer wae 
not long in coming: "We must at all times count on the enemy detecting us. But if 
we have to die, we shall at least do so with the feeling of having done something 
for the revolution. That doesn't mean that we are not afraid; on the contrary, the 
fear helps us to be more careful. But don't worry. Night ie coming now, and the 
enemy knows that the night belonge to us.” 


it was actually becoming dark when the car suddenly stopped and our guide quickly 
jumped out onto the highway, clutching three of our bags at once. When he leaped 
over the barbed wire, we had trouble following him. Almost running, we felt the 
inquisitive gaze of the farmers on the road. It was not until 10 minutes later, 
when we had crossed * nearby river, that our companion broke the silence. “Many 
farmers here are lisveners who report on the patrols." I was still worried: “How 
do you know that a patrol is not pursuing us now?" 





"Because we know that the enemy only approaches this far with hundreds of troops." 
Mined Road 


"Because of the mines that you have placed?" I asked, still feeling unsafe. “Correct. 
Like the one you are walking on right now.” He answered me with a broad smile. When 
i turned to see, I could suddenly discern against the background of the dusk the 
silhouettes of some armed men who greeted me cordially. They were the team posted 
there who could make this powerful mine explode through electronic remote control. 
There was no longer any doubt: we had reached the border station of the liberated 
zone. 


On the Southern Front 


The Francisco Sanchez Southeastern Front is one of the eight zones in the country 

to which the Salvadoran guerrillas have withdrawn since their offensive of 10 January 
of this year. Unlike the other war fronts, this territory, measuring about 1,000 
square kilometers, which extends between the Pan American Highway and the Pacific 
Shore Highway, is not 4a mountainous zone. There are but few opportunities for the 
PMLN guerrillas to hide from the Army's invasions. "We realize that the enemy knows 
the locations of our camps quite well,” remarked Commander Miguel, one of those in 
charge of the Southeastern Front. Despite this, the Army has had to retreat with 
considerable casualties on three occasions (6 January, 25 January and 2/7 February), 
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when it invaded with over 1,000 men and had the protection of artillery fire (105 
millimeter mortars) and of the Salvadoran Air Force. The guerrilla commanders in 

the gone mentioned the lack of familiarity with the terrain and the low combat morale 
as the main reasons tor the tactical inferiority of their enemy. 


Nareh Action Against the Army 


Commander Miguel, a son of farmers in the sone, described the situation: “We always 
wait until the enemy forces have advanced far into our territory, and we start our 
ambushes when the enemy least expects then." 


he military target during this phase of the process is the wearing down of the Army 
on the guerrilla terrain, and not the taking of fixed positions to prevent the 
advancement of the infantry. The decline in the enemy's combat morale had been 
demonstrated particularly during the next to last invasion of 25 January, when a 
laige number of newly recruited soldiers made a raid under the direction of National 
Guard officers. in less than an hour, the Army had suffered between 15 and 20 casu- 
alties, and every attempt to take a position in the surrounding hille tailed, when 
met with the guerrillas’ ambushes. The National Guard officers started retreating, 
leaving the new recruits out in the open, and the latter fled in disarray. 


To be sure, the invasions do not always end so quickly, particularly since the 

arrival of the American advisers, who have applied their experience gained in Viet~- 
nam. Whereas, previously, the Army's encirclements lasted only 2 or 3 days, in the 
latest invasions of Morazan and Guazapa, thousands of troops surrounded the zones 
under attack for over 3 weeks. <A farmer told us that six FPMLN guerrilla fighters 

had died of hunger in the neighboring zone around San Vicente, when the Army succeeded 
in cutting all the access routes to one, on the slopes of the volcano. 


Scorched Earth Operation 


Just as in Vietnam, the strategy of the Army, aware of the impossibility of defeating 
the guerrillas on their own territory, is proposed mainly to destroy the logistical 
backup that the guerrillas are receiving from the civilian population. The Army's 
goal is, therefore, to annihilate all life in these zones, and exterminate the civii- 
a population, because it can no longer come in confrontation with the guerrillas: 
Craters several meters deep, houses completely demolished, charred cornfields and 

the anguished expressions of the farm children attest to this strategy of extermina- 
tion resorting tc savagery in order to terrorize the civilian population. An old 
farmer who still managed to save himself from the depths of the repression remarked: 
"They axed to death two old men who could no longer run there, and here 4 mother 

and her three-year-old child.” After scores of conversations that we held with the 
residents of the zone near the Lempa River, there was created a picture of such 
brutality that even Somoza himself and his genocidal Guard force could have learned 
something from it. Axed corpses, women with fetuses extracted, decapitated heads on 
the steps of a house...euch is the description given by the farmers of the tragic 

end of their families whom they had left in their houses. A young guerrilla fighter 
summarized this scene by saying: “Since the enemy cannot catch the fish, it is poison- 
ing the water.” 























With the same goal, the Salvadoran Army, advised by the Americans, is also using the 
“seorched earth policy” to deprive the farmers of their means of livelihood, Corn- 
fields, tute, horses and pigs! any sign of life is destroyed in this way, in order 
(0 drive the native population out of ite place of origin, 


ful it has not had much success, The vast majority of the population has remained 
in the sone, To them, the question “who is your enemy?" has long since ceased to be 
4 question of political ideology. It is their struggle for survival that has impell- 
ed them to join one of the PMLN organisations in one way or another. 


More Than Enough Fighters 


Nowever, that does not mean that a1] the farmers have moved to one of the many camps 
in which the armed combatants are being trained. Commander Miguel stated: “There are 
more than twice the people in the region who are just waiting to be able to fight, 
but we do not have that many weapons.” 


| had to think of the American accusations that the Salvadoran guerrillas had been 
given eo many weapons of Cuban and Soviet origin that “communist mercenaries” had 

to be brought in to handle them. Actually, we were told by 411 the commanders, 

there is both an economic problem in obtaining weapons and ammunition, and a logis- 
tical problem in putting them into the zone. In fact, we found among the hundreds 
of rifles mainly the Fal rifles of Belgian make, the M-16 and others obtained on 

the American black market, G-3 automatic rifles all seized from the Salvadoran Army 
and a few carbines. Only on one occasion did we see a weapon of Czechoslovak origin. 


The War Resourcefulnese 


The relative shortage of automatic rifles in comparison with the population willing 
to fight has brought about the manufacture of explosives. It is in thie area that 
the Salvadoran guerrillas have advanced to a real mastery. 


From hand grenades to mines capable of blowing up an entire train, from the home- 
made manufacture of the RPG-2's to the construction of an entire piece of antiaircraft 
equipment, there are hundreds of explosives produced from chemicals to be found in 
any business establishment. Furthermore, in special shops they are engaged in the 
preparation of organic products which can replace the chemicals. We were assured 

by the head of the explosives shops that, “Armed with these new inventions, the 
number of the population that will rejoin the fighting will be increasingly larger’ 


[28 Apr 81 pp 1, 5, 7] 
[Text] Affiliated 


The majority of the population living in the liberated zone is unarmed, but it is 
not unprotected. Nearly all ite members are affiliated with one of the four mass 
organizations relating to the four guerrilla organizations operating on the South- 
eastern Front: The United Popular Action Front (FAPU), a mass organization of 
national resistance; the Popular Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), an organization which 
adheres to the slogans of the FPL [People's Liberation Forces); the National Libera- 
tion Movement, political branch of the Central American Workers Party (PRTC); and 
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the 26 lebruary People's Leagues (LP=28), members of the People's Revolutionary Army 
(Har), They are currently implementing a very ambitious political program, it 
should be noted that the military action and the political programe are discussed 

at periodic meetings of the Joint Staff, which are attended by the commanders of each 
one of the organizations. On most occasions, several of the organisations join toge= 
ther to carry out af ambush or to implement a civil defense plan. The unity among 
the organisations of different historical origins is being created in the heat of 
battle, and not as 4 result of abatract political discussions, 


Nevertheless, each of the organisations maintains ite camps distributed throughout 
the length and breadth of the sone which, in the event of an Army invasion, become 
the meeting places for the civilian population. Once, at midnight, when the news 
reached the camp that the Army was taking positions on the highway, hundreds of 
farmers gathered in the different camps to receive the pertinent inetructions. All 
the families had already packed what wae most necessary in bags, and had taken 
sacks of corn to bury in a nearby location. Supplies of corn and beans were also 
buried in underground storage places. During the past few weeks, long tunnels were 
dug in which many families could take refuge in cases of emergency. Each group of 
the civilian population is accompanied by some FMLN squade which must give the 
civilians efficient protection to move from a danger sone. The “political leaders” 
of the masse organizations have che task of calming the civilian population and of 
bolaetering ite morale. 


in this way, in case of an attack there occurs an intense war of movement, typified 
by the rapid displacement of fighters and the civilian population. The operation 
is led by the commanders, who plan the different ambushes and confrontations, so 
that the civilian population will have sufficient time to change its positions. 


But even more than in times of invasion, it is in “peacetime” that the masse organiza- 
tions disclose their unique importance. 


On the Southeastern Front, which hae not been attacked for over a month, these rank 
and file organizations have built the foundation for the future political, economic 
and social structure of El Saivador. 


An agrarian reform with varying features, depending on the political ideology of the 
different organizations, has collectivized the work in the rural areas. 


Some organizations have already established different agrarian communes, in which 
the families collectively work all the land available around them. Others maintain 
individual ownership of a emall plot, and live in temporarily reconstructed dwell- 
ings, but regroup the neighboring families to perform the collective work. On some 
or all occasions, the zone's organizations gather for one or more days to speed up 
production. 


During recent weeks, this economic reform has been accompanied by 4 political reform 
that has tended to democratize the interior of the zone, while at the same time 
reducing the differences which still exist among the various political organizations. 
At large popular assemblies, the farmers elect their own representatives, the so- 
called “political commissioners.” In this way, in the midst of war there is being 























conatructed the foundation for an authentic “people's power" which will serve as an 
example for the new Salvadoran society, 


Much of what was postponed in other revolutions until after the seizure of power is 
being accomplished in El Salvador during the war. 


A literacy campaign has been implemented by "those responsible for culture and polit- 
ical education,” whe do not even have a single book or written text. Nevertheless, 
they have an elementary knowledge of the campaigns in other countries, particularly 
the national literacy erusade in Nicaragua. Inetead of notebooks and pencils, they 
use the charred earth to carve the letters of the alphabet with machetes and cumas 
llong knives), it is impressive to observe in the midst of a war the appearance of 
the firet billboards snowing an ear of corn crossed with a rifle: "We put them in 
the cornfields to spur production." 


in the health sector also, the process of reforms has advanced considerably, thanks 
to the initiative of several physicians. 


Like the “barefoot doctors” of the Chinese revolution, a group of farmers has been 
instructed in giving firet aid to the fighters, and in holding people's assemblies 
on preventive medicine, at which they passe on the elementary knowledge of hygiene 
and the treatment of wounds to the entire population. During a training course, we 
witnessed a surgical operation on a dead dog that was being used for experimentation 
purposes. 


“Consolidation” ise the name of thie phase of the Salvadoran revolutionary process, 
which not only entails greater organization in the military field which must be 

put into practice during the rainy season that is about to begin and should benefit 
the guerrillas, by turning the zones into regions that the Army cannot penetrate; 
but also, the consolidation is viewed as a political process in which the new social 
structure in El Salvador will be formed. Thus, the FMLN is making use of any time 
when the fighting decreases to prepare right now for the country's political recon- 
struction. The process is advancing regardless of whether there is war or not. 
Commander Miguel concluded by saying: "In the northern part of the country, the 
consolidation of our fronts has progressed more than in the south where, for geograph- 
ical reasons, we cannot yet consolidate our power. However, even in these zones on 
the Pacific shore, where there is still a dual power structure, the population is 
cooperating in taske of production and supply." 


After a week of investigation, immeidately before a new invasion anticipated current- 
ly, which would cut the entire zone off from the outside world militarily, we had to 
go down again to cross the invisible border toward the “civilization of savagery.” 
Thie time, the risk that we had to run was greater, because we did not have any 
detailed reports about the troop movement on the highway. 


Therefore, we were assigned a squad that had to accompany us to a certain location 
on the highway. While we were going down, the guerrillas were singing some revolu- 
tionary songs which made the long journey in the sweltering noontime heat shorter. 
When we reached the river, we had to change our dirty, sweaty clothing that would 
have given us away. After that, silence came over us and our companions. 
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With a wateh in hie hand, the squad chief told us: "We shall cake you to a certain 
point where you must not remain more than 5 minutes by any means.” Thereafter, we 
sought protection on the side of the road, Walking ahead of us now was an unarmed 
farmer, who was supposed to inform us of any military patrol which might be in sight. 
"Yesterday, the soldiers surrounded the houses eo quietly that we did not notice it 
until they were in front of the doors,” he said in a low voice to our armed compan- 
ions, who had difficulty concealing their nervousness, From the highway, we heard 
the noise of the care, when we saw our companions take shelter behind a wall. Now, 
the seconds turned into minutes, and the minutes, into hours. We learned that the 
Army had set up 4 checkpoint only 500 meters away from us. 


Apparently the military encirclement that was to begin with the invasion had already 
started, Neither our companions nor we ourselves had count.d on that. What should 
we do? The Listeners in the neighboring houses surely noticed us, and it might only 
be a matter of minutes until the troops arrived. Would there be enough time to 
explain to them that we were “only” reporters? 


Once again, | could not rid myself of the sensation of falling into a void. There 
was the noise of an engine...We held our breath until we saw that it was the car 
which had arrived to pick us up. In 4 crouching position, we ran toward it, throwing 
our luggage in back of it; and while we were nervously placing the "International 
Prees" sign on the windshield,we were already driving at high speed along the highway. 
When we glanced back at the hille and mountains that had lodged us for a week, it 

all seemed like a dream. But we also realized that there remained behind us more 
than a journalistic adventure: a history which has not yet ended. 


When we returned to the capital, they told ue that the radio had reported that “tall, 
blond, Soviet advisers, wearing glasses" had been observed near the guerrilla camps. 


2909 
cso: 3010/1278 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


DETALLS OF BRAZILIAN DELEGATION'S VISIT GIVEN IN STATEMENT 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Apr 81 pp 1,11 
|Paseages within slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] /Exchange programmes for farmers, students and cultural groups are some 
of the likely resulte of discussions between a nine-man delegation from the 
Federal Territory of Roraima, Brazil and government officials here. / 


Head of the Brazilian team, /Brigadier Ottomar De Souza Pinto/, said that there 
were many areas in which Brazil and Guyana could have feasible agreements for 
technical and cultural exchanges. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affaires yesterday issued the following statement on 
the visit by the distinguished Brazilians: 


"The Governor of the Federal Territory of Roraima, /Brigadier Ottomar De Souza 
Pinto/, accompanied by a team of eight officials visited Guyana from April 14-16, 
1981 as guests of the Minister of Regional Development /Cde Oscar Clarke. / 


“During their stay in Guyana they met and held friendly discussions with Guyanese 
officials concerning ways of fostering cooperation and regional trade. 


/"The itinerary included a series of courtesy calle. They were received by 
Cde Dr Ptolemy Reid, Prime Minister of Guyana, by Cde Desmond Hoyte, Vice- 
President of Economic Planning and Finance, Cde S. Naraine Vice-President of 
Works and Transport, and by three government ministers--Cde Hubert Jack, Minis- 
ter of Energy and Mines, Cde Rashleigh Jackson, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Cde Oscar Clarke, Minister of Regional Development./ 


"In the spirit of the Treaty of Amazon Co-operation to which both countries are 
signatories, discussions were held with a view to developing closer cooperation 
in the fields of regional trade, cultural exchanges, regional planning and 
exchange of technology. 


"The Governor issues an invitation to Guyanese officials and farmers to visit 
Roraima to observe the territory's techniques in the production of rice and 
sorghum. He also expressed his readiness to receive Guyanese officials inter- 
ested in observing the practices of planning and municipal administration being 
carried out in Roraima. 
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"le is expected that as a result of this vieit, and in the context of diacus- 
sions taken during the second meeting of the Guyana-Bragil Joint commission, 
held in Brasilia in October 1980, that there would be increasing exchanges of 
educational and cultural groups between Guyana and Brazil, 


"During discussions with officiale of the Ministry of Energy and Mines it was 
agreed, in response to an invitation issued by the Governor of Roraima, that 

Guyana would identify technical personnel to go to that territory to observe 

techniques for the extraction of gold and diamonds. 


"In the field of trade, the Brazilian delegation held discussions with Guyana's 
Ministry of Trade and with the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce. The Governor 
expressed the view that there were bright prospects for the export of pigs, 
fresh fish and prawne to Roraima. 


/"Ae part of the itinerary for the visit Brazilian and Guyanese officials dis- 
cussed the status of the project to link the two countries by road and bridge. 
The Governor visited the Georgetown Mabura Hill stretch of the proposed road 
link. Among the group which accompanied him was a representative of the Brazil- 
ian Construction Company, Andrade Gutierrez, which has expressed an interest in 
participating in the construction of the remaining section of the road from 
Mabura Hill to Lethem. 


"In fulfillment of its promise to build a bridge across the [word illegible] 
River, which is the border between Guyana and Brazil at Lethem, the Brazilian 
delegation invited a Guyanese engineer to go to Brazil in June of this year to 
participate in the preparation of the final engineering design of the bridge. 


"It is expected that further discussions on the road and bridge link will be 
held very shortly between officials of the two countries."/ (GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GUYANA 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS LN BORDER DISPUTE WITH VENEZUELA NOTED 
Border Violation 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 25 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] Fifty Venezuelan youths headed by a minister in the Venezuelan government 
recently entered Guyana illegally, if a recent report in--DIARIO DE CARACAS-- 
is to be believed. 


The minister is Charles Brewer Carias who, according to the newspaper, "Guided" 
the youths belonging to the frontier youth camp programme from the Ministry of 
Youth in Venezuela to the Essequibo county. 


The act of violation is alleged to have taken place during Holy Week, according 
to the report in DIARIO DE CARACAS which quoted the Ministry of Youth in 
Venezuela. 


And, in an unintended affirmation of Guyana's sovereignty in this area, a spokes- 
man for the Venezuelan Ministry of Youth is quoted by the newspaper as saying 
"This is the first time that such a large group of Venezuela's youths have 
penetrated the western part of the Essequibo River since 1899." 


Neither the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Georgetown nor the Guyanese Embassy 
in Caracas was in a position yesterday to advise how much credence should be 
given to the Venezuelan newspaper report. 


However, a Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman said that if the violation did 
take place as DIARIO DE CARACAS claims, then it would represent an act of provo- 
cation by a bigger neighbouring country such as has not been seen in these parts 
for a long time. 


The spokesman added that the Guvarese Embassy in Caracas has been instructed to 
direct certain pertinent ques’ .. e Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

















Caracas Economic Pressure 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 27 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] The Venezuelan Government is currently engaged in economic aggression 
against Guyana, if a recent report written by Maria Eugenia Diaz and published 
in the EL DLARIO newspaper in Caracas, Venezuela is true. 


According to the newspaper report, the Venezuelan Foreign Ministry has given 
"instructions to high functionaries in the international financial organisa- 
tions to try to block loans" which the Guyana Government is processing for the 
development of the county of Essequibo. 


Maria Diaz wrote in the April 25 issue of the newspaper: "Political sources in 
Washington revealed yesterday to this writer that the Venezuelan functionaries 
in the World Bank and the IDB have received express instructions from the 
national government in this regard." 


The "Venezuelan functionaries," she added, have been asked to follow up all 
loans requested by the Guyana Government. In addition, they have instructions 
to make these financial organisations "realise the inconvenience of approving 
loans" for the development of the Essequibo," she said. [as published] 





The newspaper report also said that the Venezuelan functionaries in the financial 
organisations have been given the task of warning, individually, the member 
countries, of "the serious repercussions" of the development projects in Esse- 
quibo. 


Meanwhile, according to the newspaper report, it was announced Saturday that a 
senior Venezuelan adviser in the World Bank, Mr James Stone Reveron is visiting 
Caracas to discuss with Venezuelan government officials, the "evolution" of 
loans which the Guyana Government has requested for the construction of the 
Upper Mazaruni Hydropower Project. (GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GUYANA 


NATLON'S COOPERATION WITH BRAZIL ANGERS VENEZUELA 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] /Caracas-[|1IPS)--Increased cooperation between Guyana and Brazil could 
seriously harm Venezuelan-Brazil relations, a senior diplomatic official 
warned here Tuesday. 


Caesar Rondon, Venezuelan Ambassador to Cuba, said any assistance rendered by 
the regional government of the Brazilian state of Amazonia to Guyana for oil 
exploration and production in the disputed Rupununi area, could harm Venezuela's 
ties with Brazil./ [in boldface] 


Venezuela has told the Brazilian Federal government: "That such actions would be 
interpreted as injurious to good bilateral relations," the envoy said. 


Recent statements by Guyana's President, Forbes Burnham, have been criticised 

in governmental and political circles here as part of “an orchestrated campaign" 
aimed at securing support for Guyana from the English-speaking Caribbean nations 
and Brazil in its border row with Venezuela. 





A long-standing dispute between the two neighbours over Venezuela's claim t. a 
huge chunk of Guyana's land has been revived recently, little over a year before 
a pact freezing the Venezuelan claim is set to expire. 


Leopoldo Castillo, Secretary of International Relations for the governing 
Christian Democratic (COPEI) Party, said Venezuela would stand fast on its 
demands. 


Castillo said Venezuela is continuing its policy of a Caribbean presence and co- 
operation with Caribbean nations as well as increasing its ties with Brazil. 


"We are willing to defend our legitimate rights and we will not allow anyone to 
take them away through orchestrated campaigns," Castillo said. 


The Venezuelan position on Guyana-Brazil ties comes as a delegation from Brazil 
headed by Brigadier Ottoman De Souza Pinto, Governor of the State of Roraima 
continues a visit to Georgetown for discussions with local officials. 


President Burnham reiterated last week that Guyana intended to continue pursuing 
its plans for development of the border area claimed by Venezuela, despite oppo- 
sitionto this from Caracas. Brazil and Guyana are signatories of a pact known as 
the Treaty of Amazonic Cooperation, under which a joint commission has been 
established to promote bilateral relations. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GUYANA 


NEW SOVIET ENVOY ENVISAGES EXPANSION OF COOPERATION 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 12 Apr 81 pp 16-17 


[Text] /The new Soviet Ambassador to Guyana, Cde K. M. Kharchev, has said 
that there is every reason to believe there existed favourable opportunities 
for the further expansion and deepening of bilateral cooperation on the basis 
of equality and mutual advantage, in the interests of the Soviet and Guyanese 
peoples, for the benefit of universal peace./ [in boldface] 





Cde Kharchev, who presented his credentials to Vice-President for Works and 
Transport, Steve Naraine, replaces Cde V. V. Kotonev, whose assignment in 
Guyana has ended. 


The Soviet Ambassador observed that the Soviet people entertained the feelings 
of sincere sympathy and respect for the Guyanese people, their struggle for a 
progressive path of development, and their efforts aimed at consolidating poli- 
tical independence and ensuring economic self-reliance. 


He added that the USSR deeply appreciated Guyana's role in the Non-Aligned move- 
ment, which had been and remained an important factor in international relations, 
which was also emphasised at the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. 


According to Cde Kharchev, the strength of the movement stemmed from the stand 
it took against imperialism and colonialism, and against war and aggression. 


/Cde Kharchev hoped that the Soviet Union's peaceloving initiatives advanced at 
the congress would not only meet with understanding in Guyana, but also get 
active support on its part./ [in boldface] 


Replying, Cde Naraine said that Guyana had followed with deep interest the events 
of the recently held Congress uf the CPSU, and appreciated the peaceloving initia- 
tives advanced, and fully understood that they were aimed at consolidating the 
process of detente, curbing the arms race, and eliminating dangerous seats of 
tension. 


He added that Guyana pursued a policy of non-alignment in foreign affairs, and 


were committed to the creation of an international regime of peace, equality and 
social justice for all mankind. 
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The visit of President Forbes Burnham to Russia, in 1978, Vice President Naraine 
sald, the talks he held with leaders and subsequent exchanges of visits by 
delegations and cultural groups from Guyana and the Soviet vnion, had signifi- 
cantly contributed to the continued development of the friendly relations 
between the two countries, 


He added that Guyana was pleased with this development and looked forward to 
the further strengthening of these close ties of friendship and cooperation, 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


WORLD BANK LOAN--The World Bank [International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development] [IBRD] and the International Development Association [IDA] will 
provide a loan of some $20 million [G] to help stretch the assistance to 
qualified Guyanese exporters. This Export Development Fund (EDF) will be a 
revolving foreign exchange fund. Its proceeds will be used to make additional 
hard currency available to Guyana exporters from the manufacturing sector over 
and above that which would normally have been available to them from the Bank 
of Guyana's resources. It is expected that the funds will be used for import- 
ing raw materials, intermediate, semimanufactured goods, packaging materials and 
spare parts to be incorporated into nontraditional manufactured exports, that 
is exports other than bauxite, alumina, sugar, molasses, rice and timber. The 
mechanism will be set up so that the additional foreigi: exchange will be made 
available through the local commercial banks. Under this arrangement exporters 
who meet EDF requirements will be entitled to buy foreign currency from EDF in 
exchange for Guyana dollars. They will be expected to resell to EDF an equiva- 
lent amount of foreign currency arising out of the foreign currency receipts 
generated by their exports. [By Balram Tulsi] [Excerpts] [Georgetown SUNDAY 
CHRONICLE in English 12 Apr 81 p 1] 
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(OUNTRY SECTION JAMALCA 


BRIEFS 


BANANA INDUSTRY LOSS=-Kingeton, Jamaica, Friday (CANA)=<=-Jamaica's banana industry 
in heading for a $17 million lose thie year, Agriculture Minister Percival 
broderick, has said, Dr Broderick made the disclosure during 4 meeting with 
farmers in the weetern parish of St James, one of Jamaica's major banana grow- 
ing areas, Dr Broderick has warned that for the banana industry to begin to 
break even, production had to reach 150 000 tonnes within the next four years. 
following Hurricane Allen the government announced a $28 million resusciation 
las published] programme, but the industry remains hampered by a number of 
probleme. Several growing areas have been suffering from leaf spot disease, 
as unusual windy conditions earlier this year prevented aerial spraying for 
several weeks, and then last month hundreds of acres of Bananas in Eastern 
jamaica were deatroyed by high winds. Late last month the banana company 
found it had to suspend shipments to Britain because of the poor quality of 
the Jamaican fruit, caused by bad weather conditions in some growing areas. 

| Exaerptel[ Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 25 Apr 81 p 3) 
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COUNTRY SECT LON PERU 


KOCONOMIC POLICY AFFECTS POPULAR ACTION PARTY'S UNITY 
PYOHO141 Lima MARKA MAGAZINE in Spanish 30 Apr 61 p 23 
lArticle by Mariella Sala) 


|Text}) At noon on Wednesday last week, congressmen, leaders and members of 
the political committee of the Popular Action Party met in ite headquarters 
on Paseo Colon to participate in the election of representatives of the 

Popular Action Party [PAP] bloc in the decisionmaking bodies of the party. 


That gathering, which in different circumstances would have been a routine 
matter, wae shrouded in a climate of great expectation because of the 
polarization of two tendencies within the PAP--one headed by Alva Orlandini 
and another led by Manue! Ulloa Elias-<and the upcoming election for 
secretary general of the PAP in August. 


The official candidate for the Senate presidency, who undoubtedly is Javier 
Alva Orlandini, should have also been nominated, as well as that for the 
Chamber of Deputies who should be either pro-Orlandini Luis Percovich or 
pro-Ulloa Elias Mendoza Harpersberger. 


At the last minute on the request of President Belaunde, the nominations 
were put off until the first week of July. This postponement raised expecta- 
tions within the two tendencies for which the nominations will spell out the 
way the party will go and, although justified on the fact that only few weeks 
remain for the current congressional session to end, it reflected 

President Belaunde's concern over the growing polarization of forces within 
the PAP. 


The congressional atmosphere has been in turmoil in the past days, especially 
among PAP deputies who are publicly divided behind two candidates who command 
about the same number of votes. 


it all began some weeks ago when Elias Mendoza (pro-Ulloa) told the press that 
about 60 deputies have asked him to be a candidate for the presidency of the 
Chamber of Deputies. 


According to unofficial rumors, President Belaunde was alarmed by Mendoza's 
early announcement of his candidacy because the president may have been 
encouraging a candidate of his own choice for that post. 
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Vrorlandini candidate for that post Luis Percoviech declined the offer be- 
cause he is @ candidate for secretary general of the PAP, and suggested the 
nate of another pro-Orlandini man, Valentin Paniagua, as candidate for the 
presidency of the Chamber of Deputies, 


Without disqualifying himself as candidate for the presidency of the Senate, 
Javier Alva Orlandini surprisingly a few days later decided to vie for the 
post of PAP secretary general in confrontation with pro=-Ulloa Pernando 
Calmell Del Solar, 


Percevich then automatically became candidate for the presidency of the 
Chamber of Deputies and the pro-Ulloa sector began to question the nomination 
of Alva Orlandini for Senate president, 


The infighting between Orlandini's followers and Ulioa's followers came to 
light mere obviously when 4 pro-UlLloa newspaper asked that the Senate 
presidency go to Luise Alberto Sanchez of the American Revolutionary Popular 
Alliance |APRA) as a just recognition due the veteran congressman, thus 
causing a logical indignation among pro-Orlandini congressmen. 


The results of last week's meeting were greatly favorable for the pro-Orlandini 
group because a large number of pro-Orlandini congressmen were elected repre- 
sentatives to the PAP National Congress. This initial victory undoubtedly 
casts doubts on Ulloa's policies and signals the beginning of a crisis within 
the party. 


With the attrition the government is suffering due, to a large degree, to the 
economic policy of Prime Minister Ulloa, obviously Alva Orlandini wants to 
catch in hie net all those PAP members who are disappointed with Belaunde's 
promises, thus to make control over the party apparatus and the party's 
congressional bloc. 


While his opponent for the PAP secretary general post, Fernando Calmell Del 
Solar, proposes to reinvigorate the party, Alvas Orlandini shows himself 
more daring. 


Orlandini says: "Nothing to do with the Popular Christian Party [PPC], a 
total reorganization of the PAP," noting that the leaders have lost contact 
with the party's grassroots. 


Oriandini was the only government man who sounded off on the differences between 
the government and the army joint command over oil contracts. He has just 
presented a proposal to «mend articles of the oil law so as to preclude 
questioning of the government by the joint command. 


Ulloa's policies, which are raising increasing opposition in the ranks of the 


PAP itself because of their antinationalism, are thus being used to the utmost 
advantage by Senator Alva Orlandini. 
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COUNTRY SHUT LON PERU 


AYACUCHO CALM, COMMUNICATIONS CUT 
PYO71417 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1115 GMT 6 May 61 


[Excerpts] Lima, 6 May (TELAM)=<-While terrorist actions are escalating in 
thie capitel, with 10 having occurred within 90 minutes early on Monday 
morning, in Ayacucho Department, southeast of Lima, a type of cease fire is 
being maintained, 


The fiiet terrorist actions, which took place against public and private 
property--especially against high tension and communications pylons--took 
the police by surprise, The deployment of special antiguerrilla forces of 
the civil guard, the Sinchie, along with the arrest of numerous suspects and 
with increased control over important places, has caused a reduction in 
terrorist actions, 


Moreover, though 2 monthe of terrorist actions have disrupted Ayacucho Depart- 
ment's telephone and telex service with the rest of the country and the only 
communication is carried out by ham radio operators. 


Communications were cut due to the destruction of a center in the locality 
of Yanaorco; and according to a report released by the Ayacucho Prefect 
(governor), Marciano Cavero, a new center is being built in Japan at a cost 
of $600,000, 


The prefect stated that since 16 April there has been a decrease in terrorist 
activities in the area, but he termed it a suspicious withdrawal and he 
indicated that the police have hit the terrorists severely. 


As an example regarding the cease fire, he cited the recent meeting held on 
Labor Day at which no type of incident occurred, in comparison to what 
was happening at other points of the country. 


Terrorist activities began in Ayacucho and then expanded to many other of the 
country's departments: in the north, south and southeast, especially in the 
Luzoco area. 


Urban terrorism has already begun to emerge in the main cities, especially during 


the last few days in Lima, where 10 attacks have occurred, including an attack 
against an electricity pylon. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


LIMA, AYACUCHO TERRORISM=-Lima, 5 May (AFP)=<<It was reported here today that 

10 terroriet attacks disturbed this capital yesterday, thus totaling 31 terrorist 
acte recorded in Lim thie year, These acts of sabotage, attributed mostly to 
the pro=-Maoist extremist group shining path, have been taking place in Peru 
since the beginning of last year, thus totaling several hundreds. The govern- 
ment has declared war on thie wave of violence, having detained several 
suspects and persons who had been found guilty of terrorist acts, especially 

in Ayacucho, the Andean central-southern part of the country. High-ranking 
government sources feel that the extremists are receiving economic support 

from abroad and financing from drug traffickers who are interested in dis- 
tracting the police forces. The mst serious attack took place yesterday 
against a high voltage power tower, south of this capital, leaving several 
factories and towns located as far as 250 km south of Lima without electricity. 
Officials of the State Power Company stated that the attack with dynamites 
which destroyed the tower took place early in the morning causing property 
damage estimated at 20 million soles ($50,000). [Excerpt] [PY052109 Paris 

AFP in Spanish 1838 GMT 5 May 41) 


TERRORISTS ATTACK INTERIOR--Lima, 1 May (AFP)--It was learned today in Lima 
that there have been five new terrorist attacks in the interior of the country. 
in Huaraz, capital of Ancash Department northeast of Lima, a dynamite charge 
descroyed the main door of the labor and commerce offices. It was reported 
that the police detained two suspects, and that the prefect blamed the attack 
on the shining path extremist group. In the same department, an explosive 
charge demolished the door of the Piscobamba police station, while another 

went off at the land court in Pomabamba. Similarly, in the city of Yanahuanca, 
capital of Daniel Carrion Province, in the central Andes, a dynamite attack 
destroved part of the facade of the police station. Lastly, a Molotov cocktail 
caused a fire at the site of the labor subdepartment in Iquitos, capital of 
Amazonia. Most of these terrorist acts in Peru are attributed to the shining 
path, a Maoist group which espouses popular armed struggle. [Text] 

{PYO20349 Paris AFP in Spanish 2036 GMT 1 May 81) 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


EL TABLAZO PETROCHEMICAL PLANT RECOVERS PROFITABILITY 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 19 Apr 81 p D-6 


[Article by Argenis Bravo: "El Tablazo--A Recovering Giant") 





[Text] Maracaibo, 18 April--The El Tablazo Petrochemical Complex, known in Venezuela 
as "the giant of America,” due to a propaganda effort which inflicted much damage 

on it and which was shaken by political scandals today is a pole of industrial 
development following the virtual recovery of Pequiven due to hard and silent work 
ending in success; today once again investors are interested in it. 


Economic circles in Zulia had a very positive view of the recovery of the "patient," 
and we were assured that it is not causing any voluminous losses; as a matter of 
fact, it is in the midst of aperiodof high recovery and reliability. 


The olefins plant, the backbone of this petrochemical complex, no longer presents 
any problems and all shortcomings of a technical nature, which had been reported, 
have been corrected now. It was recently closed down according to 4 plan for the 
purpose of introducing modifications and improving the reliability; the plant was 
started up again on 16 March when the following systems were placed in service 
again: the burner system, the fuel gas system, the cooling system, the work on the 
brick lining of furnaces and boilers, the ethylene and propylene cooling system, 
and the processed water system. 


The smoke, which rises like an atomic mushroom from the Bay of El Tablazo, towers 
over the entire city of Maracaibo. This is an expression and sign of the recovery 
of an industrial development center which has been going through a serious and 
almost deadly crisis. And as there is at last an end to politicking and as the 
Complejo Petrochemical Complex regains its business-like character, we can say that 
it is getting moving again. 


There is new plant for making plastics as a demonstration of recovery at El Tablazo. 
A contract was signed between Plastico del Lago C. A. (Plasvcilago), a mixed company, 
belonging to the Zulia Group, and S. A. Copee Rust enterprise of Belgium and France 
for the detailed engineering work, the equipment, the construction, and the start 
of a high-density polyethylene plant. This plant will cost 660 million bolivares; 
its annual output will be 60,000 metric tons; and it will start operating in 1984. 
The high-density polyethylene, which will be processed by this plant, located in 

El Tablazo, is a widely used industrial product, employed in making brick molds, 
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pipes, toys, and household articles, Right now, the domestic market importe all of 
the requirements for this product and Plastilago will save the country several 
million bolivares in foreign exchange. 


Furthermore, 50 percent of the estimated investment for this product will be made 
in Venezuela for detail engineering, equipment, assembly, and construction, 


A qualified spokesman of the regional economy told us that, if the Venezuelan govern- 
ment financing agencies give their support, this complex, located in the eastern 
coastal subregion of the lake, where we also have El Tablazo, can recover. The 

most serious conflict resulted in the firing of 647 workers and a commission from 

the Congress of the Republic looked into the problem and submitted a report. 


This report, which is now in the hands of CTV [Confederation of Venezuelan Workers], 
according to well-informed sources states that the government should provide the 
fiancial resources. 


The master plan for territorial development along the East Coast of the Lake, today 
a subregion, based on presidential decree, is the part of the country where great 
investments will be made, according to economy spokesmen. The plan calls for 

5 billion over the next 5 years and the first billions have already been approved. 





Jesus Bermudez, chairman of the board of directors of the subregion, repeatedly 
stated in public and during press conferences that some projects should be launched 
before the end of the year's second quarter to revive the economy and to fight 
inflation. 


Experts of the petroleum operating companies estimate that the subsoil along the 
East Coast of the Lake contains more than 35 billion barrels of crude in situ. 
Territorial reorganization cannot wait much longer. 


5058 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 





NAVY MONITORS GULF OF VENEZUELA WATERS 
Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 21 Apr 81 pp 14, 15 


[Article by Janelle Conaway: "The Gulf of Venezuela Is Being Watched Daily From the 
Air" | 


[Text] A submarine or a whale can be detected by an aircraft. 
The water between the coast of Falcon and the wide curve of 

la Guajira are being watched by Venezuelan navy units. The 
Tracker, an aircraft that can fly at an altitude of 70 feet, 
day after day for 4 hours covers this desolate and contested 
area. Aircraft have cooperated in the search for lost vessels, 
such as the "Polifemo" and the little private plane of Antonio 
Jose Cisneros. 


The Tracker S2E has the capability of detecting a submarine by using its radar, 
precisely pinpointing it with its sonar buoys, and eliminating it with torpedoes. 


But on its partrol through the Gulf of Venezuela, the crew members of the hunter 
aircraft are concerned more with what goes on at the surface of the water, in other 
words, with unidentified boats, foreign fishing vessels, potential smugglers or 
"pirates" and other undesirables. 


Since the last incident of piracy in the Gulf--the case of the "Polifemo" on 26 
December--patrolling in the area “has been stepped up," according to Capt Luis 
Delgado Fornier, commander of the "Juan Crisostomo Falcon’ Naval Base in Punto Fijo. 


The navy watches the waters between the arid Coast of Falcon and the wide curve of 
la Guajira 24 hours a day. In addition to a patrol boat which was there before, 
the navy now has a missile frigate in the Gulf, along with a hydrographic vessel and 
a submarine, Delgado noted. And reconnaissance flights are conducted daily; they 
are carried out by the aircraft from the Naval Squadron based at Puerto Cabello. 


Before bording the Tracker, you have to put on a fluorescent, orange-colored 
fireproof / as published7 vests (to attract attention in case you fall into 
the water) and a military “lifejacket which even includes a knife for defense against 
sharks. Once inside the plane you adjust your helmet and safety straps. Your 
parachute is under your seat. 
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Submarines and Whales 


Smiling, the crew members expect that there will be no opportunity for testing the 
effectiveness of the equipment. 


There are four seats in the Tracker's belly and each one of them has its own instru- 
ment panel, The pilot--in this case Lt Jose Fuentes--is the aircraft commander: 
next to him we find the copilot, PO Jose Villalobos. The latter maintains radio 
contact with the naval base at Punto Fijo and he also establishes contact with the 
bases at Castilletes and on the Los Monjes Islands. 


The third seat is taken up by Frig Lt Alberto Ramos Diaz who handles the radar. 
"This radar can spot a whale," says Ramos, looking at the panel with obvious af- 
fection, But later on, during the flight, there was a failure and the shiny arrow 
did not perform complete revolutions for a certain time. 


The tourth seat is for the acoustic operator, in other words, the man who handles 
the sonar »uoys which are dropped into the water to measure range by means of 
signals, precisely locating any large object under the surface; if necessary, he 
fires the torpedoes and rockets. This seat is now given to the newsman because 
today they are not carrying any torpedoesand they do not expect to be hunting any 
submarines. The aircraft carries only a sonar buoy in a compartment behind one 
engine to give the location of the Tracker in case it has to ditch. 


The aircraft takes off from Las Piedras Airport in Paraguana and within a minute 

it is over the vast area constituting the Gulf. This is just a quick roundtrip 

"to get a general idea." Normally, flights last 3 or 4 hours. The Tracker carries 
fuel for 6 and a half hours. 


Usually, said Fuentes, there are 4 or 5 boats to be reported "apart from normal 
traffic" during each flight. They may be Venezuelan fishermen who have gone beyond 
the protected 12-mile limit; or they are old boats that do not see the painted flag; 
or they are oil tankers or cargo vessels discharging waste; or they are foreign 
ships which do not have permission to travel this course. 


The boat appears on the radar screen. If it cannot be easily identified, the 

pilot so reports to the base; the latter in turn contacts a navy vessel. If neces- 
sary, the boat approaches the point indicated by the crew members of the Tracker 
and the officers board it. 


Changes in One and the Same Gulf 


There are also abnormal cases. The Tracker flew five missions to look for the 
"Polifemo." The result was rather chilling: "There was no positive contact." 
Fuentes also participated in two out of the four missions flown by that aircraft 
over the area south of Curazao, searching for the small aircraft of Antonio Jose 
Cisneros in February: "We had no positive contact that time either." 


Due to the small traffic volume on that day and because the radar had broken down, 
there was time for a chat between conversations with the base and we used a micro- 
phone connected to the helmet. 

















"Do you believe that the Gulf belongs to Venezuela?" 


"We do not just believe that, we know," replied Fuentes, and then he added: "If not, 
we would not be here," 


But he then easily assured me that they were not causing or investigating any vio-~ 
lations of territory. And they do not believe that the dispute can start a war. 


Approaching a boat to take a photo, Fuentes asked whether we wanted to go “under or 
over the water.” That is a good question. We were flying at 250 feet. "This 
aircraft is designed to fly at 80 feet," said Ramos. "We have even gone as low as 
70," 





Just half an hour out of Punto Fijo we were over Castilletes, the most remote point 
of Venezuelan territory on la Guajira Peninsula. There is a small runway at 
Castilletes, along with a few buildings, some huts and of course a Venezuelan flag. 


On that score there is no discussion: this territory is 100 percent Venezuelan. 
Problems come up as we go north, in the dispute with Colombia. The Tracker stays 
well outside the l2=-mile Limit of the coast of Colombia, flying a wide arc to 
approach Los Monjes which are just a few minutes to the north. 


The biggest island of Los Monjes is a small and desolate rock. Venezuela's naval 
presence is established by a structure that looks like a mushroom, a small central 
building, a house, a flag and, moot important of all, a pier. This is a metro- 
polis when compared to the other island of Los Monjes which is nothing more and 
nothing less than a rock. 


"Marcos Perez Jimenez established the naval base on Los Monjes when Colombia began 
to claim a part of the Gulf," explained Ramos. "Perez Jimenez sent some boats 
there and said, ‘Well, go take them if you can.' And they did nothing." 


These crew members do not have much hope of capturing pirates or smugglers in the 
act. "If the boats are well marked and if they run a normal course, then we cannot 
know what they are doing.” But it is necessary to check out the suspicious ones 

or those that are out of the ordinary. They consider their work like "a grain of 
sand" in the defense of the nation. 


The Case of the "Polifemo" 


The "Polifemo," a fishing vessel out of Paraguana, was found by the Colombian navy 
on 29 December between Los Monjes and La Goajira de Colombia. It was all by itself, 
without its seven crew members of whom nothing more was learned. Its name had been 
wiped ovt and its color had been changed. 


"That is the way Colombian drug traffickers operate," said the commander of the 
Punto Fijo Naval Base, Captain Delgado. "They seize a boat, they kill the crew 
members, and then after carrying what cargo they have, they abandon the boat." 


"This area is ideal for this sort of thing," he added. 
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Delgado emphasized that the fishermen “must comply with the rules of the game" if 
they want the aavy's protection, They have to maintain adequate communication with 
the base, they must stay within the protected l2-mile limit, and che boat must 

be well identified, 


The "Polifemo"” whose case is now in the hands of the foreign offices and the inter- 
nacional police, was the fourth fishing vessel to disappear in just 3 years. 


"For a period of time, almost a month, after the boat's disappearance, fishermen 
from Paraguana were afraid to go down to the sea in ships," said Delgado. 


From Liquor to Lllegal Aliens 


If the available merchandise is any indication, it is assumed that there is quite 
a bit of smuggling going on with clothing and whisky coming from Aruba and Curazao. 


"Geel" said the captain. "Who knows how much?" He does not believe that there is 
too much although "sometimes" they find substantial cargoes. He has also seen the 
"smuggling" of aliens without papers, for example, from Santo Domingo. But smuggling 
is under the jurisdiction of the National Guard. 





What About Drugs? 

"And what about the cocaine that goes through Caracas--does not some of it go out 
through the Gulf?" Drugs however are under the jurisdiction of the Judicial Technical 
Police. The navy only reports anything suspicious. 

"The physical presence (of the navy) is not total," said Delgado. It would be a 
coincidence to witness an act of piracy or to discover a cargo of contraband worth 
10 million bolivares. But patrolling is a constant "must." 

He said that there will be more work when they start drilling wells in the area. 
"Would a war be possible with Colombia over the Gulf?" 


"No way," said Delgado. "We are sister republics and we have always sought peace- 
ful solutions to our problems." 
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